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@ felt that you treated us like royalty. Thank you for caring so much
about the work that artists are doing.
- Debra Ambush, artist iMy Soul Opened Ugxhibition

® had a tremendously positiexperience screening my film the 7akoma
Park Artsseries The city staff wereprofessional, helpfubnd supportive.
| - m g there iethisutlpe of localommunity support for the arts

- Joel Gershondirector of Cirque du Cambodid@ocumentary

@City arts grants have providettal support for the Takoma ARTeiwy our
mission to promote more than 300 local artisteugh ouiart exhibitions,
online artist directory, angublic events.

- Takoma ARTery Cd-ounder Eleanor Landstreet
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2022-23 ANNUAL REPORT

The arts and humanities highlight our creativity and diversity while binding together our healthy and vibrant
community. Our artists, authors, musicians, poets, and filmmakers inspire and entertain, inform and educate, ¢
represent the creative spirit Bdkoma Park and reflect our wéthown reputation as an affisendly city.

The City of T7Tdkemka@aneAriseidesrdsumed imperson events over the past year with free poetry
readings, film screenings, and art exhibitions at the Takoma Park Community @ewtsperformances will be
scheduled this fallvith concerts, danceéheater andstandup comedy. Th&akoma Park Artseries is one of the
most comprehensive arts programs in the D.C. arehjideosof our events have been viewed more t8a)900
times on oulYouTube channehttracting an international audience to our small city.

Recent art exhibitions have includBde n e e L algdumgafereeseriesfeaturing paintings and charcoal
drawings othardworking city employeesThe My Soul Opened Ugxhibition highlightedhe work of three Black
female artistsand 7ransformation(sghowcasdthe paverful paential of paper asreexpressivenedium.

Takoma Park Poet Laureate Taylor Johnson served as emcee at poetry readings wHesenpbetB.C. area
shared their movingnd deeply persongerse.7he Poetry of Struggle and Solidamgading included a video of
a Ukrainian poet in Kiev readirtgs poetry about the devastatiomused byhe ongoingwar in his country.

The Arts and Humanities Committee and the Arts and Humanities Division organizedrangdef public art
projects, including a sidewalk poetry program, a Free Little ArteBadiffering free art supplies, colorful vinyl
wraps on five new bus shelters, and a custi@signed cargo trike that will be used at future-ppparts events.

Arts and Humanities Coordinator Brendan Smith secured more than $17,000 in grant furttie ftemyland State
Arts Council to supplement city funding this ye@he Takoma ARTery arts grogbsoreceivedits third city grant

to support their worko promotdocal artists and their small businesses

The Arts and Humanities Committee isgratéfubr t he wor k we-ve accompl i sh:q
Council, city staff, and the wider manyriew oppootunites ni t vy
tocontinueT a k o ma Par k - supportdanttesrtsandi ng

- Arts and Humanities Committee Chair JoNnWarren
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Artwork on preceding pag&ortraitof Crossing Guard Harriet Saxtatiston by Renee Lachman
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https://takomaparkmd.gov/initiatives/arts-and-humanities
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLQRznkHglasYoConzA-bcXfg26jvn8iyK
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ART EXHIBITIONS

Art exhibitionsin the Takoma Park
Community Centeshared the creativity an
diversity ofartistsfrom across the D.C. r
area. Thee Black female artists examineddh
their collective history in ta My Soul |na
Opened Ugxhibition. TheEnV/ronmenz‘(s)
exhibitionexplored nature and urban
themes Two photographers and a mixed
media artisshared awork that was

inspired by Sligo Creek in th€elebrating
Sligo Creelexhibition

FILM SCREENINGS

Our film screeningseries showcased the
talents of local filmmakersncludinga

Shorts Nightthe Cirque du Cambodia na
documentary about two Cambodian circus
performers, and a documentary celebratir
the work of the RhizomBC arts center |
Future screenings will explore politics,
D.C.dancecompany and thestrugglesof a
garbage truck driver in Mongoltarn

between hisural home and his distant job

POETRYREADINGS

Takoma Park Poetaureatelaylor Johnsoserved as emcee aoetryreadingsvhere poets
shared work exploring subjects ranging from deeply personal to global perspectives.
readings featured various themes, includingteal/ing Power of Poetrstruggles for
Soligarity, and Poetry Without Borderd he Weaving Words/Bordando Péraseading
highlighted the work of five bilingual poets who read their poems in Spanish and Eng
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